THE MARKOWSKI/SHAFER DUO

Presents

CREATIVE ENCOUNTER
Featuring Triptych

A groundbreaking fusion of poetry and drawings

Accompanied by vocal and keyboard improvisations
Saturday, November 3, 2012, 4:00 PM

Studio Gallery, 2108 R St. NW, Washington, DC 20008

A special presentation by artist/poet, Gene Markowski, and singer/composer, Sharon Shafer, includes poetry, drawings, songs, and conversation with the artists. Innovative techniques explored by these two artists are improvisation, elements of chance, and use of synthesized instrumental timbres in place of piano accompaniment.  Discussion of the creative process and audience participation are special features of this unique performance.  Creative Encounter explores topics in poetry ranging from philosophical questions to commentary on daily life with humorous, profound insights.  The songs explore compositional techniques related to sound and color as a means of underscoring the emotional expressiveness of each poem.  Accompanied by Markowski’s drawings, this new collection presents an exhilarating fusion of the arts.
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The Markowski/Shafer Duo was founded in 2008 as a collaborative ensemble.  Gene Markowski and Sharon Guertin Shafer are colleagues who began working together at Trinity Washington University in Washington, DC, more than 20 years ago.  Markowski is an active artist with many one man and group exhibitions in his extensive career.  His work is represented in private, corporate, and museum collections throughout the United States and Europe.  Shafer has performed extensively in the Washington, DC, area and in concert halls throughout the United States as well as in France and Germany.  Her compositions have been premiered in New York City, Washington, DC, Ann Arbor, Michigan, and on Belgrade Television. When Markowski’s poetry and drawings first inspired Shafer to compose a song cycle, the result was an innovative fusion of visual arts, poetry, music, and spoken word.  The DC premier of The Artist Speaks was given in October, 2010, at The Sumner School Museum. Creative Conduit, with music composed for 12 new poems and drawings, was premiered at Artisphere in November, 2011.  Both works were performed at Goodwin House in Alexandria, VA in January, 2012.  The Markowski/Shafer Duo is available for performances and presentations in the DC metropolitan area.  Markowski’s book of poetry and drawings is available for sale at each performance.  For further information, go to www.eugenemarkowski.com. 
